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The FlipStart E-1001S uses General Software's Embedded BIOS®-brand Basic 
Input/Output System (BIOS) pre-boot firmware to control the low-level hardware 
functions on your FlipStart. 

In This Chapter 

About System BIOS Setup configuration options 2 
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About System BIOS Setup 
configuration options 

You can use the System BIOS Setup screens to configure some of these BIOS features to 
meet your needs. For example, if you need to boot your FlipStart from a bootable 
external USB drive, you can reconfigure boot options in the System BIOS Setup screens 
so that, when rebooted, the FlipStart will boot using an external drive rather than the 
internal hard drive. 

The rest of this Guide provides information about some of the most common scenarios 
when you might need to make a change to the default BIOS settings. In the rest of this 
Guide, you will find step-by-step instructions for the following scenarios:  

 How to enter the BIOS Setup at boot time 

 How to restore the factory default BIOS settings 

 How to change the BIOS system time and date 

 How to boot from a USB flash drive or hard drive 

 How to boot from a USB floppy drive 

 How to boot from a an external optical (DVD/CD)  drive 
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By default, the FlipStart system BIOS is set up to provide for the optimal functioning of 
your FlipStart hardware. However, occasionally you may have a need to make changes 
to the BIOS settings, such as when you need to boot the FlipStart from an external drive. 
If for some reason you need to change any default BIOS settings, you use the System 
BIOS Setup screens to do so. 

Caution: Even though many of the default BIOS settings can be changed, we do not 
recommend changing any of the default settings unless you have a specific need to do 
so. Changing the default settings could lead to unpredictable or unstable behavior in 
your FlipStart, or could make the device unusable, so proceed with caution. 

In This Chapter 

Opening the System BIOS Setup main screen ... 4 
Navigating the System BIOS Setup screens ........ 5 
Quitting System BIOS Setup ........................................ 6 
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Opening the System BIOS 
Setup main screen 

You can access the System BIOS Setup screens when the FlipStart first boots up by 
pressing and holding down the Delete key when you see the FlipStart logo splash screen. 
The system will open the BIOS setup screen as soon as several system self-tests are 
completed. 

Note: You may need to press the Delete key several times. 
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Navigating the System BIOS 
Setup screens 

Once the System BIOS Setup screen appears, you are presented with a list of 
configuration options. On any of the screens, press the following keys to navigate and 
choose different options. 

 

Key Function 

Arrow keys  
(on FlipStart direction 
pad) 

Moves selection up/down and left/right through available items 

Tab Moves selection to next item 

Enter  On main screen, chooses an item 

 On configuration screens, moves selection bar to next item 

Spacebar Cycles through available options for a selected item 

+ or - Cycles through available options for a selected item 

PgUp / PgDown 

(available by pressing 
Fn + Up or Down 

Arrow key on 
direction pad) 

Cycles through available options for a selected item 

Esc  On main screen, exits System BIOS Setup without saving any 
changes 

 On configuration screens, returns to main screen 
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Quitting System BIOS Setup 

You can quit System BIOS Setup in two ways: 

 To exit without saving any changes, press Esc, and then press Y when prompted. (To 
cancel and return to the main screen, press N when prompted.) 

Note: Alternatively, rather than pressing Esc, you can select Exit without changing CMOS on 
the main screen, and then press Enter. 

 To save changes and exit, select Write to CMOS and Exit, press Enter, and then press Y 
when prompted. (To cancel and return to the main screen, press N when prompted.) 
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Once you have started System BIOS setup, navigate to the item you want to change, 
make changes to the item (usually using the spacebar to cycle through options), return 
to the main screen and then choose either to save your changes and exit System BIOS 
Setup or to discard your changes and exit System BIOS Setup. Once you have exited 
System BIOS Setup, the system will automatically reboot. If you chose to save changes, 
those changes will be applied. 

The remainder of this chapter provides step-by-step instructions for making changes to 
the BIOS for typical re-configuration situations. 

In This Chapter 

Restoring BIOS factory default settings ................ 8 
Changing the system time and date ....................... 9 
Setting up to boot from external devices............. 10 
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Restoring BIOS factory default 
settings 

If you have made changes to the BIOS settings and need to quickly return to the factory 
default settings, follow the procedure outlined below. 

Note: Resetting the BIOS to the factory default settings only affects settings such as drive 
assignments. You will not lose any data on the hard drive by restoring factory defaults. 

1 Turn on the FlipStart, and when you first see the FlipStart logo screen, press Delete. 
The main System BIOS Setup screen appears. 

2 Use the down arrow key on the direction pad or Tab to select Reset CMOS to factory 
defaults, and then press Enter. 

3 When prompted Reset CMOS to factory defaults? (Y/N), press Y. 
The system reboots automatically with factory settings applied. 
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Changing the system time and 
date 

If your FlipStart's time and date settings are incorrect (for example, after doing a system 
restore), you can set the correct time and date using the System BIOS Setup. Use the 
following procedure to do so. 

1 Turn on the FlipStart, and when you first see the FlipStart logo screen, press Delete. 
The main System BIOS Setup screen appears. 

2 Use the down arrow key on the direction pad or Tab to select Basic CMOS Configuration, 
and then press Enter. 

3 Use the arrow keys to move the selection highlight to the date or time setting you 
wish to change. 

4 Press the spacebar to change the currently selected option. 
 

 

5 Press Esc to return to the main screen. 

6 Use the down arrow key on the direction pad or Tab to select Write to CMOS and Exit, and 
then press Enter. 

7 When prompted Save Changes and Exit? (Y/N), press Y. 
The system reboots automatically with the new settings applied. 
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Setting up to boot from 
external devices 

If you need to boot your FlipStart from an external drive, you must first configure the 
correct BIOS settings for your specific situation. For example, if you need to boot from 
an external hard drive, you need to make sure that the BIOS settings are configured to 
boot to the an external USB hard drive rather than from the internal hard drive. 

Note: The external drive or disc to which you boot must  
 a) be bootable, and  
 b) already contain an operating system. 

The FlipStart BIOS supports booting from the following external drives: 

 Bootable USB flash drives 

 USB hard drives 

 USB optical (CD or DVD) drives 

 USB floppy disk drives 

 
 

Setting up to boot from a USB flash drive or hard disk 

Your FlipStart has the ability to boot from a bootable USB flash drive or USB hard drive. 
Use the procedure below to configure the BIOS settings to boot from such a device. 

Note: Before you begin, ensure that the drive is bootable and contains an operating 
system, such as MS-DOS or WinPE. Not all USB flash drives are bootable. Please check 
your drive's user manual or manufacturer's specification to verify that your USB drive is 
bootable. 

1 Attach the USB flash or hard drive to a USB port on the FlipStart. 

2 Turn on the FlipStart, and when you first see the FlipStart logo screen, press Delete. 
The main System BIOS Setup screen appears. 

3 Use the down arrow key on the direction pad or Tab to select Basic CMOS Configuration, 
and then press Enter. 

4 Use the arrow keys to move the selection highlight to Drive C: in the Drive Assignment 
Order section in the left column of the screen. 

5 Press the spacebar until the Drive C: option shows USB Hard Drive. 
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6 Check that the Boot 1st item in the Boot Order section is set to Drive C:. 
 

 
 

7 Press Esc to return to the main screen. 

8 Use the down arrow key on the direction pad or Tab to select Write to CMOS and Exit, and 
then press Enter. 

9 When prompted Save Changes and Exit? (Y/N), press Y. 
The system reboots automatically from the external drive. 

To return the system to the factory default setting of booting from the internal hard 
drive, see Restoring BIOS factory default settings (on page 8). 

Note: In the Boot Order area on the Basic CMOS Configuration screen, selecting Drive D: for any 
option has no effect. The system will always boot to Drive C:. If you wish to boot to a C: 
drive other than the internal hard drive, you must first change the Drive C: assignment in 
the Drive Assignment Order area to the type of drive that you want to boot to (such as an 

external USB Hard Drive). 
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Setting up to boot from a USB floppy disk drive 

Your FlipStart has the ability to boot from a bootable USB floppy disk drive. Use the 
procedure below to configure the BIOS settings to boot from such a device. 

Note: Before you begin, ensure that the floppy disk is bootable and contains an operating 
system, such as MS-DOS or WinPE. 

1 Attach the USB floppy disk drive to a USB port on the FlipStart, and insert the 
bootable floppy disk into the drive. 

2 Turn on the FlipStart, and when you first see the FlipStart logo screen, press Delete. 
The main System BIOS Setup screen appears. 

3 Use the down arrow key on the direction pad or Tab to select Basic CMOS Configuration, 
and then press Enter. 

4 Use the arrow keys to move the selection highlight to Drive A: in the Drive Assignment 
Order section in the left column of the screen. 

5 Press the spacebar until the Drive A: item shows USB Floppy. 

6 Use the arrow keys to move the selection highlight to the Boot 1st item in the Boot Order 
section. 

7 Press the spacebar until the Boot 1st item shows Drive A:. 
 

 
 

8 Press Esc to return to the main screen. 

9 Use the down arrow key on the direction pad or Tab to select Write to CMOS and Exit, and 
then press Enter. 
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10 When prompted Save Changes and Exit? (Y/N), press Y. 
The system reboots automatically from the disk in the external floppy drive. 

To return the system to the factory default setting of booting from the internal hard 
drive, see Restoring BIOS factory default settings (on page 8). 

Note: You do not need to change any settings in the section labeled Floppy Drive Types.  

 

 
 

Setting up to boot from a USB CD or DVD disc drive 

Your FlipStart has the ability to boot from a bootable USB CD or DVD drive. Use the 
procedure below to configure the BIOS settings to boot from such a device. 

Note: Before you begin, ensure that your CD or DVD is bootable and contains an 
operating system, such as MS-DOS or WinPE. The DVD recovery disc included with your 
FlipStart can be booted from an external DVD drive. 

1 Attach the USB CD or DVD drive to a USB port on the FlipStart. 

2 Power on the CD or DVD drive, and insert the bootable CD or DVD into the drive. 

3 Turn on the FlipStart, and when you first see the FlipStart logo screen, press Delete. 
The main System BIOS Setup screen appears. 

4 Use the down arrow key on the direction pad or Tab to select Basic CMOS Configuration, 
and then press Enter. 

5 Use the arrow keys to move the selection highlight to the Boot 1st item in the Boot Order 
section. 
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6 Press the spacebar until the Boot 1st item shows CDROM. 
 

 
 

7 Press Esc to return to the main screen. 

8 Use the down arrow key on the direction pad or Tab to select Write to CMOS and Exit, and 
then press Enter. 

9 When prompted Save Changes and Exit? (Y/N), press Y. 
The system reboots automatically from the CD or DVD in the external drive. 

To return the system to the factory default setting of booting from the internal hard 
drive, see Restoring BIOS factory default settings (on page 8). 

 

 


	Introduction
	About System BIOS Setup configuration options

	System BIOS Setup basics
	Opening the System BIOS Setup main screen
	Navigating the System BIOS Setup screens
	Quitting System BIOS Setup

	Using System BIOS Setup
	Restoring BIOS factory default settings
	Changing the system time and date
	Setting up to boot from external devices
	Setting up to boot from a USB flash drive or hard disk
	Setting up to boot from a USB floppy disk drive
	Setting up to boot from a USB CD or DVD disc drive



